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	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Physical Geography
	(  I can describe different landforms and the physical processes that cause their development.  (WG. 4.B)

(  I can explain how elevation, latitude, wind systems, ocean currents, position on a continent, and mountain barriers influence temperature, precipitation, and distribution of climate regions.  (WG.4.A)  

(I can identify climate and vegetation (biome) regions of the United States and Canada.  (WG.9.A, WG.4.C) 

 
	General pattern of landforms

Landform Regions of North America (see handout)
If given on PPT, know physical process that formed landform region and specific economic activities)
Factors influencing U.S./Canada climate distribution
Latitude

Altitude

Prevailing Winds (westerlies)

Distance from ocean (continentality)

Ocean currents

Great Mountain Barriers (orographic effect)
Pattern/location of climate zones 
     Tundra

     Subarctic  (permafrost)

     Highland

     Humid Continental

     Humid Subtropical

     Marine West Coast

     Mediterranean

     Semiarid

     Tropical

Climagraphs of US cities (matching activity)

	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Human-Environment Interaction
	(  I can compare ways that humans depend on, adapt to, and modify the physical environment, including the influences of culture and technology.  (WG.8.A)

(  I can describe the interaction between humans and the physical environment and analyze the consequences of extreme weather and other natural hazards
(  I can trace the spatial diffusion represented by the Columbian Exchange.  (WG.1.B)
	Montreal  (adaptations to climate)

St. Lawrence Seaway  (location, importance, date)

Locks

Erie Canal  (location, importance, date)

Importance of air conditioning

Irrigation in the West
Hurricanes  (reasons for New Orleans’ vulnerability)

Tornadoes/Tornado Alley

Earthquakes

Blizzards 

Flooding

The Dust Bowl

Columbian Exchange

	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Population and Migration
	(I can create and interpret different types of maps to answer geographic questions, infer relationships, and analyze change.  (WG.21.C)
(  I can explain the processes and innovations that have caused changes in settlement patterns in the United States and Canada.  (WG.6.B)

(  I can analyze cultural changes caused by migration.  (WG.18.A)
Ch8

(  I can identify and give examples of different points of view that influence the development of public policies and decision-making processes on local, state, national, and international levels.  (WG.15.A)
	Choropleth map: Regional Development in USA
Positive correlation and examples
Negative correlation and examples
correlation vs. causation
Historical Patterns of migration w/in USA
     Transcontinental Railroads 

     Rural to urban

     America’s Gateway/Gateway States
     Industrialization and urbanization

     Suburbanization  
        historical patterns

        Recent Demographic Trends hand out
     Movement to sunbelt /air conditioning
     Megalopolis  (Bosnywash)

Melting pot (United States)
Cultural mosaic (Canada)
Changing immigration patterns

Immigration debate and public policy

    (pros and cons)

	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Culture
	(  I can explain and evaluate the experiences, contributions, and conflicts of diverse groups to Canadian society.  (WG.17.D)

(  I can explain and evaluate the experiences, contributions, and conflicts of diverse groups to Canadian society.  (WG.17.D)


	Montreal Case Study

   Quebecois demographic situation 

Steps taken to protect French culture
Francophones, allophones & separatism
Vancouver Case Study
   Hong Kong to Vancouver push/pull factors

   cultural conflicts

   changing immigration patterns

First Nations

Inuit

Nunavut

English

French

Metis

	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Political Geography
	(  I can describe how democracy operates in The United States and compare it to Canadian democracy.  (WG.14.B)

( I can define terms associated with US electoral geography. (WG.13.B)
( I can analyze maps of voting patterns or political boundaries to make inferences about the distribution of political power.  (WG.13.B)

(  I can analyze the factors leading to the USA war on terror. (WG.14.C)
(  I can explain the USA response to the 9/11 attacks. (WG.14.C)
	Representative democracy

Federal Republic
Separation of power

Checks and balances

Provinces

Parliamentary system

Prime Minister (ministerial responsibility)
Canadian symbolic head of state
Geography of U.S. elections

   Electoral maps
   Census

   Reapportionment

   Redistricting

   Electoral college

   Congressional districts

   Gerrymandering
Terrorism

   September 11 Attacks

   War on Terrorism

   Department of Homeland Security

   al-Qaeda

   The Taliban

   Afghanistan

   Osama bin Laden

	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Urban Geography
	(  I can locate and describe human and physical features that influence the size and distribution of settlements in the USA and Canada.  (WG.6.A)
(  I can use case studies to identify contemporary challenges and to answer real-world questions.  (WG.23.B)


	Settlement patterns in the United States

The fall line
Settlement patterns in Canada
Urban sprawl (causes and effects)
Solutions to sprawl  

     Portland’s smart growth policy 

     Vancouver and sustainable communities

Chicago Case Study
   characteristics of an "edge city"
   causes of urban sprawl
   negative impact of urban sprawl
Inner City Issues
  Boston Case Study

     Inner city abandonment

     Neighborhood revitalization

     Empowerment zones 
     Use of GIS

Gentrification (positive and negative effects)

	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Economic Geography
	(  I can identify factors affecting the location of different types of economic activities, including commercial agriculture, manufacturing, and service industries.  (WG.11.B)
(  I can examine the economic, environmental, and social effects of changing trade patterns on the United States.  (WG.20.B)


	Crop cultivation areas (crop dot maps)
Grand Banks (fishing)

What makes a Free enterprise economy successful?
Advances in agriculture

Postindustrial economy

Service sector jobs
Deindustrialization / The rust belt

Major U.S. imports and exports


